“You are using less inputs, your
animals are significantly healthier,
you should be getting more
production from your animals and

Wi
Kim MccCall
Beef & Sheep Farmer
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“The Third Agrlcultural

Revolution”

Professor Marcel Mazoyer

im McCall, a beef and sheep farmer in Co.

Kildare hosted a SOBAC farm walk on

Saturday 19th March, Eoin McCarthy of
Grassroots Farm Magazine attended the event
and reports.

SOBAC was developed by French farmer Marcel MEZY thirty years ago, who described
his invention as “The Third Agricultural Revolution”.

SOBAC’ company’ products are marketed under the brands Bactériosol and Baceériolt
which are organi d litter products composed of vegetal and mineral matter
along with a variety of natural composted

These organic amendments and litter pmduus replicate the natural occurring biology
within the soil structure.

In recent years, SOBAC popularit has been vident by the increased number of frmers
wsing their products. Three years 1go 13,000 farmers were using SOBAC'S Bactérosol and
Bactéiolit in France, which has now increased to 30,000 furmers, Iniciall, when SOBAC
came o Ireland four years ago, they were operating in three different countries (lcland,
Germany and Hungary), today they are operating in nine different countrics.

“Tom Stapleron, of P & T Stapleton Led Distriburor of Sobac Products Bacteriosol and
Bacteiolt the concepr behind these products “is to unlock the porential of your soi, to help
prevent compaction, to help acrate the soil and then the most important aspect s to create
humus.”

“Tom furcher claimed that i a processthat is quickly able “to crate humus in any type of
soil and under any type of climare condifion”.

Using Bacéciosland Bacrolt improvssfssvcture and iy, which avoids any
addicional supply of felzers, race el Many users have d

reduced their nitrogen supply, which has helped them to keep within the legislative limits of
the EU nitrates directive.

Kim McCall has been usmg.SOBACS ériosol and the st d
since he has started to use th his farm.

His cows are grazing paddocks lierally fmm fence o fonc while s that sed 0 be bl
grazed under the branches of trecs are now grazed out in full, which was not the case before
he used SOBAC products.

aaaimona suppry o eruuzers, ace  users
tedced helf miogen upply, which s helped them to kp within h egdate it o
the EU nitrate dirccrive.

Kim McCall has beensing SOBACS Bacérosl and Bucériot o he st fur yeusand
since he has started to use these products, he has seen significant is farm,
His cows are grazing paddocks “lieraly from fence to fence”, while arca thar used to be half
gruzed under the branches of tres arc now grazed out i full which was nor the case before
he used SOBAC products.
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Tewas not uncil the beginning of the second year that Kim noiced a difference in his land.
Although there was a small difference in the firt year chere was a significanc difference in
the second year, while in the third year he was getring an extra day or day and a half grazing
out o his paddocks. He claims that the quality of grass has improved, his rurnout this year is
12/13 March and is planning on bringing his lvestock in the middle of November, which is
well inside or better than the Origin Green guidclincs.

Nitrogen

im used to use limited amounts of nitrogen and some of the N P and Ks, but he gave
up using them because he wasnit sceing any significant improvement in his pastures. This
is illustrared by the fact that in 2015, Kim applicd 7cro nitrogen. He emphasised that his
pastures were actually “going the wrong way” with the use chemical ferelsers. Since using
SOBAC, he might use nitrogen to increase the yield of sikage, but he will not be applying any
nitrogen on the grazing ground.

Livestock
Kim uses limited amounts of nitrogen he actually has a higher stocking rate. His current
stocking rate s 2 scocking units per hectare [or just over two], which is probably half a unit
higher compared to the average going by official figures of 1.5 units.

The Aubrac calves appear to be heavier, while heir daily live weight gain is 1.5 to 1.6 kilos
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aday on the cow with no supplement  the bull calves are averaging 1.2 to 1.3, while the
heifer calves are averaging 1.1 to 1.2 kilos live weight gain a day.

Kimis selling his Rouge x Beltex lambs ar 40 to 42 kilo live weigh, which are killing ouc
at the correct weight of 20 to 21 kilos. These lambs are fed a grass diet and are slaughrered ac
an average 14 10 16 weeks.

Independence
Kim claims that SOBAC has helped him to regain his financialindependence and to engage
ina more profitable method of farming

Kim scrongly believes that farmers should be able to make money and have it in their
pocket and should be able to work out afterwards who they wants t give their money to,
tather than being beholden to meal companies, to bank managers or o the big multinational
companics.

Once farmers are beholden to external factors, hey will always be in debt and once farmers
are in debr there is nothing they can do aboutit.

Kim belicvesthat by using SOBAC, farmers vl be reducing their dependence on external
factors to increase profitabilty on thei farms.

Kim would definitely recommend SOBAC to anyone with an open mind who feels that
they are no really going in the right direction with heir present form of agriculture and
who would like to change their method of farming. “Tm sure that SOBAC products have
significant advantagesover other types of agriculture because icsan narural product and i
wellsuited to organic, but ics wellsuited to you commercial farming.”
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